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CYPRAEA GUTTATA GMELIN 1791

Six views of Cypraea guttata Gmelin: Length, 64mm; breadth, 38mm; height, 30mm.

This live collected and perfect specimen
of C. guttata was collected by a native on
falik “Afoll, Western Caroline Islands,
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.
See HSN Vol. 10, No. 6, P. 6 for April,
1962. IHalik Atoll is approximately 600
miles north of Manus Island, in the
Admiralty Group, but in the same longitude.
It was on Manus that a U. S, sailor,
during World War II, obtained a fine guttata
from a native.

Recently two dead specimens of a new
subspecies, C. guttata azumai Schilder,
1960, were collected in Japan,

Efforts to determine how many speci-
mens of this extremely rare cowry are
in existence show there are probably not
more than nine. We know of only one in

the U.S.A. A second guttata belonging
to the Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia was stolen in the 1930’s,
reminiscent of the fate of a Conus gloria-
maris taken from the American Museum
of Natural History in New York City.

We believe the photographs of Cypraea
guttata guttata Gmelin in this article, to be
the first published, at least in many, many
years.

The above specimen is now in the

collection of Cliff Weaver.

We wish to take our hats off to Dick
Willis and to Mr. and Mrs. Gallemore
who were instrumental in identifying and
securing this fine shell as well as for the
excellent photographs used in this article.
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Two subjects have intrigued your Editor
for some time. One of these is how shells
are transported from one area to another
and why certain species will be found over
a wide geographical range and species in
the same family are comparatively local.
Can, or will someone take the time, to
prepare a paper on this?

The second bit of reminiscing has been
about edible shells. Along this line we
published a short article by Richard Smith
(HSN Vol. X, No. 2, Dec. 1961) entitled
‘“You Can Have Your Shell and Eat it Too’’.
This short article apparently has created
quite a bit of interest. We have received
many letters from readers, and other
shell club publications have published
similar articles. The result has been
considerable research on the subject which
will be discussed in a later issue.

For you collectors who haven’t had such
good luck with your shelling lately, take
heart from the recent finds of fellow
collectors. Rest assured the shells are
still there and can be had for the finding.

And, according to shell news received,
collecting might be even better in other
areas. But then I checked the paper for
world wide air and water temperatures and
the grass (underwater type) is definitely
not greener on the other side of the shell
fence (see Recent Finds, Page 7).

FROM THE READERS

Have you ever wondered what the color-
ing matter was in shells? Perhaps Dr.
Flaschka can find the answer, and you may
be able to help. His letter to the HMS
follows:

‘“‘Gentlemen:

Due to a grant of the National Science
Foundation I have been able to purchase
a spectrophotometer with the necessary
attachments and some other instruments.
These instruments are to be used in con~
nection with investigations as specified in
the grant proposal. However, they are
exactly what I feel is needed to start some
investigation concerning the coloring matter
of shells. I hope that a new color theory,
which I have recently developed with some
other colleagues may be helpful in clarify-
ing some of the principles involved.

As far as the color of shells goes, it is
a private enterprise for which I have to
provide the funds from my own pocket.
And, as you may know, there is not much
in a college teachers pocket,

Since Achatinellae are famous for the
immense color varieties, they seem to be
a good subject to start some of the primary
investigations. Is there any possibility you
could offer me some help and so get for
me a few hundreds of the houses (shells)
of these tree snails at a reasonable price?
I looked around at various dealers but the
quotations they gave me are far beyond
any of my financial possibilities. Of
course since the shells will be ground
and dissolved anyway, it is no need to
have perfect collectors specimen and any
chipped one which usually would be thrown
away will do for my purpose. (If there is
a perfect piece, I have to admit frankly,
I could not resist to take it for my col-
lection).

I have contacted the biological depart-
ment of the University of Hawaii in this
matter several weeks ago but nobody
bothered to answer. So this is my second
try and I hope I will have better success.
Since I am of Austrian origin my English
is not too good but I hope I was able to
make clear what I want. Please, would you
kindly consider the possibility of help.
I can assure you that even the smallest
contribution will be most gratefully appre-
ciated.””

Signed: H, Flaschka, Ph.D., Associated
Professor of Chemistry, Georgia Institute
of Technology, Atlanta, Georgia.

* ok ok ok Kk ok ok Kk X X
Gentlemen:

In the course of pursuing my interests
in SCUBA diving, photography, and mala-
cology, I have made a number of photographs
of Opisthobranchs, chiefly Nudibranchs,
which have been well received by amateurs
and professionals. I am offering sets of
these pictures for sale at this time, so
that others can use and enjoy them,

Also may I invite any members inter-
ested in the Opisthobranchs to exchange
information, live specimens, etc. I have
little knowledge of the Opisthobranch fauna
of the Hawaiian area. I would be happy
to reciprocate with photos in return for
live specimens sent me, to increase my
‘‘geographic range’’.

Signed: Robert Ames, 3500 RubinDrive,

Qakland 2, California.

May, 1962



