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Mrs. Mary Eleanor King is sponsoring
another shell collecting expedition to the
Philippine Islands under the joint auspices
of the Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu,
and the National Museum of The Philippines,
Manila.

Mariel's 85 ft. motor vessel "Pele"
left Honolulu on December 27th for Cebu
City, a trip that takes from 3 to 4 weeks.
Aboard the "Pele'" is a crew of four young
men from Honolulu headed by skipper Ken
Bohlen, all of whom have had practice in
handling the heavy dredges and 2,400 feet
of stainless steel cable. Three steel dredge
buckets are carried aboard, one constructed
for use on a sandy bottom and two for
bulldozing their way among coral heads.

Fellow HMS member Dr. "Tom" Richert
and Mariel will leave by plane on February
1st for Cebu City, arriving the following
day. Also arriving in Cebu City to join the
"Pele" will be Mr. Barry Wilson from the
Western Australian Museum, Perth, and
Mr. Fernando Dayrit, associated with the
National Museum of the Philippines.

Weather permitting, the Expedition plans
to work its way south from Cebu some 600
miles to the town of Jolo on the island of
Biasi. From Biasi Mrs. King hopes to
obtain government permission to continue
south to the north coast of Borneo, where
fellow HMS members Mr. and Mrs. Saul,
will have a welcoming committee on hand.

After some eight weeks of collecting,
Mariel will return to Honolulu with what
we all hope will be some fine conchological
treasures. Good luck Mariel and Bon
Voyage!

SHELL COLLECTION
by E. H. BRYAN,JR.

Curator of Collections,
B. P. Bishop Museum

Nearly a quarter of a million shells
from the Pacific area have been added to
the collection of Bishop Museum through
the generosity of the late Ditlev Thaanum.
He and his brother-in-law, Daniel B. Lang-
ford collected a very extensive collection
of both land and marine mollusks of great
scientific value (because of the detailed and
accurate information which accompanied
them), from many Pacific islands, including
the Hawaiian chain, Micronesia, Japan,
Okinawa, Fiji, the Equatorial islands, and
other regions.

Through the years, Mr. Thaanum gen-
erously presented series of his duplicate
shells to the United States National Museum,
the Museum of Comparative Zoology (Har-
vard), the Academy of Natural Sciences
(Philadelphia), the Museum of Zoology (Ann
Arbor, Michigan), and the Chicago Natural
History Museum, as well as exchanging
widely. In 1959 Mr. Thaanum turned over
to Bishop Museum some 60,000 specimens,
as well as leaving the balance of his col-
lection to the Museum in his will. These
latter were transferred from his home to
the Museum last November, following his
death. It was estimated by Dr. Yoshio
Kondo, the Museum's Malacologist, who
engineered the move, that the shells num-
bered at least 160,000. With them came
the 13 cabinets in which they had been
arranged in some 500 trays, the detailed
catalogs containing data about the speci-
mens, and a large library of molluscan
publications.

These Thaanum-Langford specimens
bring the number of marine shells at Bishop
Museum to at least two million. In addition,
there are about three and three-quarter
million land shells, a number of which were
also collected by Mr. Thaanum.

To give some idea of the great scientific
value of the Thaanum-Langford collection
of just the Hawaiian marine mollusks, the
specimens loaned and presented to the
United States National Museum formed the
basis for much of the research done. on
Hawaiian mollusks by William H. Dall,
Paul Bartsch, and H. A. Rehder. Their
manuscript on the bivalves was published
by Bishop Museum in 1938 as Bulletin 153,
titled "A Manual Of The Recent And Fossil
Pelecypod Mollusks Of The Hawaiian
Islands." An even larger manuscript on
the gastropods was ne-verfinished because
of the death of Dr. Dall, followed later by
that of Dr. Bartsch. During a recent visit
to Hawaii, Dr. Rehder, Curator of Mollusks
in the U.S. National Museum, stated that he
hoped he could spend at least part of a year
at Bishop Museum in order to complete
the Hawaiian gastropod manuscript for
publication.

Ditlev D. Thaanum was a printer by
profession. Born in Aalborg, Denmark,
February 11, 1867, he arrived at Hilo,
Hawaii, in 1893, after a variety of adven-
tures. In the course of his trip on the
schooner Emma Claudine, he stopped at
Fanning Is~ Here he was offered, and
accepted, a job as custodian of Washington

workmen, who operated the copra plantation,
were being changed. Here began his life-
time interest in conchology.

He hadn't planned to stay long in Hawaii,
but the offer of a position as printer on
the Hilo Herald, coupled with the opportunity
to collect more shells, proved so attractive
that he remained in Hilo until 1923. During
this period the Hilo Herald ran into financial
difficulties. Mr. Thaanum and a friend
named Johnson bought up the assets and
put the newspaper back on its feet. When
they sold their interests in 1923, Mr.
Thaanum moved to Honolulu and went to
work for the Honolulu Advertiser, where
he remained until 1948, when he retired
at the age of 81.

In Hilo Mr. Thaanum met a young man
named Dan Kuhns and interested him in
collecting sea shells. This friendship lead
to Mr. Thaanum's marriage to Dan's sister
Myrtle. Later Dan Kuhns changed his name
to Langford. He liked to travel, and
wherever he went he collected shells and
send them back to his brother-in-law.
Thus were specimens from many Pacific
localities outside Hawaii added to the col-
lection. After World War II, Mr. Langford
was employed by the U.S. Navy in the
Trust Territory administration, and col-
lected numerous shells in the Bonin,
Mariana, Caroline and Marshall islands.

Mr. Thaanum's friendship with the late
Lorrin A. Thurston, owner of the Honolulu
Advertiser, where he worked, led to more
opportunities to collect shells. Mr. Thurs-
ton was another shell enthusiast, whose
collection also is preserved in Bishop
Museum. In 1922, Mr. Thurston took both
Thaanum and Ted Dranga with him on a
trip to Palmyra Island. In the course of
this cruise, the party landed at Kingman
Reef, May 10, 1922, claiming the little
ridge of exposed reef in the name of the
United States. Mr. Thaanum was also a
member of the "Tanager Expeditions" to
the northwestern Hawaiian islands in 1924.

The writer is indebted to Dr. Yoshio
Kondo for the use of data from his extensive
file concerning Ditlev D. Thaanum, good
friend of Bishop Museum.

JANUARY HMS MEETING
Reported by MIQUE PINKERTON

Aside from the regular monthly dis-
cussion of general business the January
8th meeting brought to everyones attention
the tentative plans for the forthcoming
Shell Fair. It had already been established
that the fair would be held in July although
thScplaoe hasn~ as y~tbeen decided on.

Mr. Tom Shields and Presi~rit Bill
Christensen are to be Co-chairmen. This
year Mr. Ellis Cross promised to provide
movies. There is much more to come in
the way of committees, displays, donations
of shells, time, ideas, hard labor, etc.

Be thinking and preparing your entries.
The program of the evening was

presented by Vice-President, Mr. Dale
Lent, who gave a lecture with color slides
prepared by Encyclopedia Britannica Co.
Included were films entitled, "Snails and
Slugs," and "Chitons, Tooth Shells, Clams,
and Octopuses." It was a most interesting
evening.
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