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GEOGRAPHY CONE STRIKES AGAIN

¢

Photo courtesy Australian Museum

Dr. Donald McMichael holds a specimen of Conus Conus geographus while his assistant, Miss Janice Cave, peers through a microscope.

as reported by ROGER OVER
College of Guam, Agana, Guam
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This photograph

was taken at the Australian Museum in Sydney during an investigation into the possibility that the poison from this shell fish was used in
connection with an unsolved murder. Subsequently this assumption proved false.

On August 29, 1964, Ricardo A, Alerta,
28 years of age, a carpenter packer for
Asiatic Trans-Pacific was fishing with
three companions, Arcadio P, Tellain,
Fructuoso P, Arocjado and Felipe B. Espi-
nosa at the breakwater at Cabras Island
near Piti power plant on Guam., After
arriving at Cabras Island, the men decided
to split into pairs and Mr. Alerta and Mr.
Tellain went together to fish by skin-
diving.

Thirty minutes later Mr. Alerta handed
a fish he had caught to Mr. Tellain who
was taking care of the catch. Shortly

thereafter, Mr. Alerta surfaced and gave
Mr. Tellain a shell which Mr. Alerta
reported had stung him on the left wrist
shortly before. Apparently Mr, Alerta
was wearing a long sleeved garment and
had tucked the shell into his left sleeve
for safe keeping while swimming to the
surface. Mr. Alerta then resumed diving
and continued -to dive for about twenty
minutes longer at which point he surfaced
and informed his: companion that he was
going to.swim to shore and change clothes.
. When Mr. Alerta reached the road,
he sat down beside the road andMr. Tellain

walked to the parked car and drove back
to where Mr. Alerta was sitting, At this
point the other two companions had left
the water and were standing near Mr.
Alerta, who indicated that he was not feel-
ing ‘well.  Upon hearing this news, his
companions immediately took Mr. Alerta
to Guam Memorial Hospital, reaching there
about one hour altogether after the cone
sting had been inflicted.

Dr. A. Flores, the Duty Physician at
Guam Memoriil Hospital reported that
Mr. Alerta arrlved at the hospital at about
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Guam, an adult and a juvenile Cypraea
granulata. The shells will be mailed
parcel post to these winners. One month
should be allowed for delivery.

All HMS members, regardless of
address, may win additional shell awards
for helping the HMS grow. Sponsor a new
member and take your choice of shells from
lists published from time to time in the
Hawaiian Shell News, (See details below)

In addition to the monthly drawings and
the new member awards there will be a
real jack-pot at the end of the year. The
person who sponsors the most new mem-
bers will receive all the shells collected
on a special collecting safari to Barber’s
Point and adjacent areas by a group of
seven scuba divers. The group of divers
(E.R. Cross, Cliff Weaver, Lyman Higa,
Bobby Gutierrez, Mack Uyemura, Don
Johnson and Alan Tiedeman) will spend the
day collecting shells, starting in about 90
feet and finishing the day in shallow water.
The Barber’s Point area was discussed
in the BShelling Areas on Oahu in the
December 1964 HSN, The areas that will
be worked will be Area 6, Area 2, and
Area 1, in that order. The collecting
expedition will be made in June or July
and the shells collected will be published
in the HSN so members will know what
they are working for.

The names of all HMS members have
been set up in a card index, and names
of the new members will also be added to
the file as they join. They will then be
eligible to sponsor new members and be
awarded shell prizes. When a member
sponsors a new member this will be noted

-on their card with other data. At the

December, 1965 meeting (our annual Christ-
mas banquet meeting) the person who has
sponsored the most new members as of
that date will be awarded all shells col-
lected by the expedition. I can assure you
this will be a really great collectors
jack-pot.

Good luck, good sponsoring, and good
shelling.
NOTE: In addition to the shells listed for
the various areas in and around Barber’s
Point (HSN for December 1964), many of
them rare and very rare, another very
rare shell may be added to Area 6. On
January 7, 1965, E, R. Cross collected
a beautiful recently dead Conus bullatus
(plus fragments of a second specimen),
It was found in the center of Area 6 in
15 fathoms. (Cont’d on page 8)
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