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Figs. 1 & e: Two views of a freshly dead Cymatium ~ Linne tact) dredged by Pat Burgess and Jim Cherry from a depth of 80 ft.
taken at 75 feet depth off the entrance to Keehi Lagoon, Oahu, by off Waikiki Beach, Oahu, in March, 1950. Length, 65.15 mm. Fig.
Dale Lent, May, 1965. Length, 1eO.60 mm. Fig. 3: Aperturalview of 4: Dorsal view of crab-occupied Q. Qutturni!£m taken from a fish
a freshly dead Cymatium guttumium Roding (periostracum still in- trap in 90 ft. of water off Barber's Point, Oahu. Length, 7e .00 mm.

Col. C. Weaver.
Cymatium ~ Linne, 1758 Burgess has the other two specimens and the orange turns to white in the throat of

Perhaps as few as sixCymatium ~ there is still another in the collection the aperture. The strong denticles (inner
have ever been collected in the Hawaiian of the late Dr. Ditliv Thaanum. lip teeth) and rugae (wrinkles on columella)
Islands. Measuring from 3-1/2 to 4-1/2 The largest and best specimen collected are white contrasting sharply with the
inches in length and of very solid construc- to date appears to be the freshly dead orange background. There are generally
lion, they are Hawaii's largest and second shell (figs. 1 & 2 above) taken recently seven denticles present.
rarest Cymatium. by Mr. Dale Lent in 75 feet of water off The body of the shell is pear-shaped

At least three crab-occupied ~ the South Shore of Oahu on a sand and and swollen with moderately strong tuber-
have been brought to the Waikiki Aquarium coral bottom. cles on the varices. These varices are
by commercial trap-fishermen operating The dark orange coloration on the out- transversely ribbed with raised striae
in the Barber's Point/Ewa area. One of side of the shell continues on to the columella (ridges). The anterior canal is moderately
these shells is on exhibit there. Dr. Pat and runs part way inside the outer lip where (Continued on page 2)
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REDISCOVERY OF Conus eximius IN MALAYA
by JOHNNIE JOHNSON

Two Cymatium
(Continued from page 1)
long and curves dorsally. Photo - Lim Greatly Enlarged

The relatively deep water that this Figs. 1 &?: Two views of a strongly marked ~ ~ Reeve, 1849 collected by Jack
species appears to live in contributes no Fisher at a depth of 60 ft. off Perhentian Besar, East Malaya, on a mud and sand bottom. Length
doubt to the scarcity of specimens in of shell 36 mm.
local collections. This story commences in March of last

year during a Museum Expedition to the
Cymatium gutturnium Roding, 1798 Sembelan group of islands off the West
The presence of Cymatium gutturnium Coast of Malaya. My partner Jack Fisher,

in Hawaiian waters is here reported for the who incidentally is the brother of HMS
first time. One reason for this oversight member Mrs. Dorothy Babineau, had just
is that at least one specimen and possibly ascended from a depth of 80 ft. with a bag
more have been mislabeled C. pyrum by full of cones tentatively identified by him
some Hawaiir.n collectors. The other and as juvenile C. caracteristicus Fisher, 1807.
more compelling reason is that this species, After we had cleaned them and put a few
although not uncommon in other parts of in alcohol, we discovered two which were
the Pacific, is probably Hawaii's rarest definitely not caracteristicus. These,
Cymatium. Only about two specimens are together with some specimens of C:iracter-
known to have been collected here. Both isticus, were air mailed to Dr. Alan Kohn
were dead shells and both came from a who is with the Department of Zoology at
depth of 80 to 90 feet. the University of Washington in Seattle.

The best of the two specimen (Fig. 3 Back came his reply by return mail. He
above) is the one that Dr. Burgess and Dr. confirmed several cones as being caracter-
Cherry dredged from 80 feet off the Hale- isticus, identified another as inscriptus,
kulani Hotel in Waikiki. The periostracum, bUt1n" regards to the final specimen, he
which is intact on this shell, shows widely had this to say: "This is a species I have
scattered hairy projections about 5 mm in never seen before. I believe it is Conus
length. eximius Reeve, a poorly known spe(;ieS

The second shell (Fig. 4 above), now in described over 100 years ago from a dead
my collection, came from the fish trap of beach specimen. Where are the soft
a commercial fisherman in 90 ft. of water. parts?"
I am hoping that when our local readers A few weeks later we were back in the
see these illustrations more ~ gutturnium Sembelans, in spite of the 300 mile drive.
from Hawaii will turn up. This time we really crosshatched the area

The shell is round in shape with a very where the first Conus eximius had been
low spire and long anterior canal. Sculp- found, but alth~ we found another
turing on the whorls consists of slightly inscriptus, much to our disappointment, no
knobbed varices transversed by strong eximius turned up.
revolving ridges. In color the shell is Later on in June we carried out a major
white with brown markings, the inside of expedition to the Perhentian Islands off
the aperture being white also. Each end the .east coast of Malaya. At the same
of the columella has weak lirae (fine time we made a movie film showing how
ridges) but the center portion is smooth. we collected the shells ana corals. " ---


