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A RECENTLY DESCRIBED HAWAIIAN UNIVALVE
1967 — by E. R. CROSS

Photography by C. Weaver

Figs 1-4 represent 4 aspects of a specimen of Turridrupa weav-
eri Powell, 1967 collected by Rick Mayor and Ernie Paden. The
shell was in a small sand pocket under a flat coral slab in 16

In November of 1961 Cliff Weaver was
SCUBA diving in 45 feet of water off Rabbit
Island on the northeast coast of Oahu.
While turning dver some loose coral heads
on a flat coral and sand bottom he noticed
a small crab-occupied shell that resembled
a juvenile Mitra terebralis Lamarck, 1811
(formerly called Mitra incompta (Light-
foot, 1786) (nomen oblitum) ), Later
on, when he climbed back in the boat,
he examined the specimen more closely
and discovered it was a species of turrid
that he was unfamiliar with. When he
reached home he removed the crab, placed
the shell in his cabinet and promptly forgot
about it.

It was not until 1963 that he sent this
Rabbit Island shell, along with other un-
identified Hawaiian turrids to Dr. Baden
Powell in New Zealand, who was working
on the Turridae for Indo-Pacific Mollusca.
Dr. Powell promptly informed Cliff thathis
shell was new to science.

Two more years passed without Cliff
finding another similar turrid., Then on
March 26, 1965 he and Alan Tiedeman were
diving in about 75 feet of water off Mokumanu
Island. Alan was working his way into a

are;
8.9 mm.

small landslide of rubble at the base of
an underwater slope when he found a live
turrid attached to the base of a coral
boulder. It proved to be the same species
as Cliff’s Rabbit Island shell. This speci-
men was immediately sent to Dr. Powell.

On May 15, 1967 Dr. Powell published
a description of this new species in Indo
Pacific Mollusca, vol. 1, no. 17, p. 423,
naming it Turridrupa weaveri. Following
is Powell’s description:

‘“This species is not very closely allied
to any other described member of the genus.
It does, however, show some resemblance
to cerithina (Anton, 1839) in that both have
a tessellated pattern in dark<brown upon a
pale ground, but in cerithina the pattern is
over the entire shell, whereas in weaveri
it is absent from both the early spire-
whorls and the base. Other points of dif-
ference between the two species are that
the keels are gemmate in cerithina but
smooth in weaveri; also there are 1-3
spiral threads in the shoulder sulcus of
cerithina but none in weaveri.

“Shell comparatively large, 18-23 mm.
(about 1 inch) in height. Spire tall, aimost
twice height of aperture plus canal. Pro-

fathoms of water off Barking Sands, Kauai.
length 24.7 mm, maximum diameter 9.0 mm, aperture length
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toconch eroded away in holotype, butin a
not fully adult specimen from Mokumanu
Island, Oahu, it is conical with a lowdome-
shaped smooth initial whorl, followedby 1%
whorls sculptured with strong, closely-
spaced vertical axials which terminate
abruptly as the fricarinate post-nuclear
sculpture commences. Spire-whorls sculp-
tured with three cords plus a fourth,
emergent over the last whorl. Subsutural
cord massive, followed by the sinus cord
of less than half that strength, and one or
two cords below, which are slightly heavier
than the sinus cord. Three or four strong
widely spaced cords on the base, with 3 or
4 threads in each interspace, followed by 5
or 6 irregular cords on the anterior
fasciole. Colour creamy white, heavily
maculated with dark reddish brown in an
irregular tessellated pattern. The macula-
tions are absent from the early spire-
whorls and cease abruptly at the lower
suture, which leaves the base unicoloured.”

More recently about 5 specimens have
been taken on Kauai. I would appreciate
hearing from any of our readers who can
add any further information concerning this
rare and interesting species.



